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Kraurosis Vulv^e. 

Orthmann (Zeitschri/t fur Oeburtahulfe und Gynakologie, Band xix., 
Heft 2) reports five cases of this peculiar form of atrophy of the pudenda, 
which was first described by Breisky, in a paper based upon an analysis of 
twelve cases. The latter describes the condition as an atrophy of the skin 
covering the external genitals, in consequence of which even the introduc¬ 
tion of the finger into the vagina causes fissures in the soft parts. The in- 
troitus may become so narrowed as to interfere with coitus and parturition. 
Microscopical examination of sections of the affected skin show that there 
are retrograde changes in the upper layers of the corium, causing sclerosis 
of the papillae, the rete being so thin in many places that the horny epidermis 
rests directly upon the papillae. Sweat and sebaceous glands are absent. 

Regarding the etiology of this peculiar affection, nothing is known. 
Treatment is useless. Fleischmann later reported eight cases, confirming 
Breisky’s observations, and Janovsky six, the latter believing that long¬ 
standing blennorrhoea was a prominent etiological factor. Orthmann’s 
careful studies led him to the same conclusion as Breisky, that the cause of 
this affection is unknown. In his cases there was excessive itching and 
burning, while in those of other observers this symptom was rarely present. 

All the cases presented the characteristic appearances described by Breisky 
—smoothness, dryness and cicatrization of the skin, atrophy of the labia, 
and stenosis of the introitus. With regard to the treatment, after employing 
baths, lotions, and ointments in vain, Martin (who treated the patients in his 
private hospital) excised the diseased parts in toto, obtaining good union ot 
the extensive wounds and complete relief of the distressing irritation, of 
which there had been no recurrence. Cases were reported by Schroder and 
Kustner, in which obstinate pruritus vulva: was similarly treated with good 
results, but kraurosis has never before been treated surgically. 


PEDIATRICS. 


UNDER THE CHARGE OF 

JOHN M. KEATING, M.D., 

OF PHILADELPHIA, 

A. F. CURRIER, M.D., and W. A. EDWARDS, M.D., 

OF NEW YORK, OF SAN DIEGO, CAL. 


Creolin for Certain Diseases of the Newborn and Nursing 

Infants. 

In ten cases of purulent ophthalmia in the newborn, Schwing (Arch. Ital. 
di Ped., 1890) used a one per cent, solution of creolin by irrigation. In two 
mild cases a cure resulted in six days. In the other eight it was used four or 
five weeks without satisfaction. A one or two per cent, solution of nitrate of 
silver was then used with better results. 



650 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


In eleven cases of muguet and aphthae, chlorate of potash, hypermanganate 
of potash, and boric acid were used for a long time without satisfaction. A 
one-per-cent, solution of creolin was then used five or seven days and pro¬ 
duced complete cure. In omphalitis in the newborn, pure creolin, in the 
form of an unguent, was followed by disappearance of all inflammation in 
four days. Creolin rubbed upon erysipelatous patches gave gratifying 
results. The following formula gave good results in acute gastro-enteritis 
in three to six days: Creolin, 2 to 3 drops; canella water, two and a half 
ounces; syrup, five drachms. For young infants a teaspoonful was given 
every hour. For larger infants give creolin, fifteen grains, white sugar, 
seventy-five grains. Divide into five or ten powders, and give one or two daily. 

In the surgical diseases of children asepsis of the surface and cavities of 
the body may be obtained with a one-half or one per cent, solution of creolin, 
and there need be no fear of toxic phenomena such as may follow the use of 
carbolic acid or sublimate. 

Antiseptic Precautions in the Hygiene of Newborn Infants. 

Epstein ( Jalirb.f .'. K., xxxi. 1, 2) considers that our knowledge and opinions 
in regard to infection and infectious disease have thus far taught us nothing 
in regard to the treatment of a disease which is already in progress. In other 
words, there are no specific antidotes. But in the way of prophylaxis much 
may he done, and notably so in diminishing the mortality from pyo-septi- 
caemia in the newborn, a disease which is common both in public and private 
practice. Its diagnosis at this period of life is not easy, for fever and chill 
may be absent, nothing can be learned by interrogating the patient, and 
even post-mortem organic changes may not be demonstrable. A common 
accompaniment of the disease is intestinal catarrh, also a marked debility 
which may exist from birth. The disease is rarely acquired in utero or inter 
partum. Septic matter from without enters most frequently by the navel, 
but may enter through other avenues. The danger of navel infection is 
greatest during the first few days of life. Infection through the mouth may 
occur in diphtheria, septic croup, and aphthse. Infection may he due to the 
aspiration of poisonous amniotic fluid, or to contact with the diseased genitals 
of the mother. Sepsis may develop insidiously, and suppurating processes 
not appear until months have elapsed. Prophylaxis should begin with most 
careful treatment of the umbilical cord, the object being to produce mummi¬ 
fication as speedily as possible. Cleanliness on the part of the physician, 
nurse, and mother is indispensable. Crude’s method of instilling one drop 
of a two per cent, solution of nitrate of silver into each eye at birth should 
always be practised as a preventive of blennorrhcea. If artificial feeding is a 
necessity, sterilized milk should invariably be used. 

The Surgery of Herni^e of the Spinal Cord. 

Boyer (Jahrb.f. K., xxxi. 1, 2) has operated upon two cases for lesions of 
this character. The first was in an atrophic male infant ten days old with a 
meningo myelocele as large as an apple in the lumbo-sacral region. The skin 
covering the tumor was red and inflamed, and already necrotic. There was 



